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Mr Chalrman, Guests, Meémbers of the Staff, and Fellow Braduates.

—

Commencement Day has for us, the members of the pgraduating
class, a double significance, Today, perhaps for the first time,
we fully realize that we have left. our high school days behlind
us, and more, that we are embarking upon a unfamillar sea, a
sae often stormy and at times even cruel, but a sea full of
adventure and of the joy of life. Thus, it is with mingled
feelings of joy and regret that we come to Port Credit High School
tonlght. We greet this last gathering as we do the New Year--

Joy at the thought that for most of us, our five years here, .
during which we have all had our moments of dlacouragement, have
at last culminated in some degree of success. Regrets when we
think that tonight for the last time, we are here, as students

of Port Credit High School. Henceforth, we are to be known as
graduates of this inastitution.

What a balm 1t is to the wounded spirits of those of us who
are now attending University to come back to our Alma Mater, and
find ourselves recognized and welcomed, after 3 months, during
which we were made to fully realize just what a huge puddle thils
world is and what declidedly little toads we are,
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As we enter thils Assembly Hall tonight, thlia same room
into which we were herded that bewlldering day 5 yra ago and

where we have come to say good-bye, the last 5 years pass before

us,one by ones

How different thlngs seem now Trom that first day , so long
ago, when we gaZed in wonder at the green lochkers, the cool
corridors,&the cl#aarﬂﬁms. I believe the teachers must have
regarded us dlspairingly as they looked at our awe-stricken faces

devolid of hope or the least zlimmer of intelligence. Lntar,un

the brink of the chasm of examinations we learned that "Ignorance
is NOT blis=s" 1In our filrst year we did litt!a less than_ggﬁgb%igy
a foothold in this institution. I will not dwell on our firat
struggle wlth the mysterles of Algebra and Latlin, nor our wvarious
waya of becomming acquainted with detentions, aa that is all a
very old story to most of us,.

Sepond year was the most carefree of all-- gone as qulickly
a3 1t had besn acqulred was the inferiorlty complex which we
carried about with us in the flrst form.

Then 1n fifth form loomed the higheat hurdle of all the
sanior matric, from which unfortunately there was no escape for
us, 1 want to thank our tsachers for theilr patlence, their

advice and thelr keen interest during this trying time.
wWHSUDENHT
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The school is the meltinpg rot of reuth, ™e ncone *o it »auch e
and unrefined., In it are moulded the grat and lsating things
of 1life, which endure long Afer we hage leaff the clasaroam
and nlaring field, Consider the numhbar of famoues friandships
bezum in xk schosl such as that of Tennysen cnd Hallam,

Anether impertand and essentisl slemant developed st
highscheol ia character. From what I have heard charscfer
avan more than Xnowlsdge is the ideal of edecation,- and
rightlr se.

Por character nlarvg the preatest part in the transform -

ation from hovhood Zm=zE* and girlhoeod to manhesd and =amanheod
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fit was perhaps in fifth form that we began to reallze that our

teachers are rather human after all and not, as many of us had
hitherto conasidered tham, our natural born enemles,
Durng the 5 years we were admirably entertained by the

Literary Soclety(though why they csll it a " Literary" Soclety
I have never found out) We are proud of our basket ball &nd
Zuphr tecms who have shown grect abilitr, No account of our
schools aativities would he complete without mention of the
dramatic gocisty and the splendid work 1t has done under the
leaderahip of miss SI3307S I must not overlook another great
Factor in tHe schonl namely--THE GLEE CLUABS --especisllyr fThe
.ﬂi?lﬁ'whiﬂh has won seversnl %ranHics in %he Faal Dounty
Faatival. In nrutnrr,rwuﬂin academie work and school Eririﬁ
Part Ormdi% has alweys shomm in splendonr

™0 night, entering the édafeterip, L.was reminded of the
noon hours anen®t there pozsiping and eating lce cream cones,
while a vigilant teacher abaerved us. Thea L glanced at ths
grmasium door and I rememhered the times spent in the track
watohing exciting vodley & basket hall games

There is one debt which we can mever hope to par in full
__that ig--the deht we owe to one who stood T us when the
goinz was hardest, our prineipsl, Mr DOUPE. 3Buf for his
aovoperation, his guidance and most of all his s;mpathetic

und...
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sunﬁgbntnnﬂing of our 1little worries, we ahonld no% have made Lthe
grades,

Then we go forth in%o the world to melke our respective wers,
gome of us may soon be forgotten here by all and sundry,others
will be remanmhared ¥or oawhile IT Fhair racords in sthleties, =mho
gohool work, dramatics, detentions, *imes late, and misdemeanors
WE marT not have carved ocur names in the ? C H 5 Eall of Fame
bt =% least we mar have written our initials on the desks

A nd now the %ime has come %o sey good hydé . On that never
te he forgotten dar last June when, very weary, we lald down our
peng with &n enormous gizh of relief snd walked aut of the slde
—— deor 67 this mildtng, we wonld heve foundt—thimanersy tesks —
We shell now say good-tre but we mean AT RETOIR. "hether we
have chosen %o mnrpue the conrsa of learning 2%ill farther or %o
trr our hend ot the husiness world we shell coma back from firme
to %ima for a friendlr chat snd & word of snoouragement or
adviecas from the teachers.

The vouth of AThens geve an oath %o thelr oify an hecoming
citizens As eitizens of Port Dredit High 30HOOL, we  1in turn
reneat "7 will never hring désgrace to this our achon by
anT act of dishonesty or cowardice-- thua, we will tranamit
this schoonl not leas, but greater, hetter and more hesutiful
than i% wes transmitied to us. ANByeR wEmrEEmRimy-

And yon who retain --the future of this achoel of ours
liss in your hands --mey it he p #lerious one:



